August 16, 2016
Dear Parents and Families,
We are very excited about having your child in
fourth grade! We‛re confident we will have a great year!
We will be learning many concepts this year as the
students develop their reading, writing, math, science,
and social studies skills. Each child progresses at their
own rate and we hope you will encourage their success. This letter will provide you with helpful
information pertaining to both classes.

ABOUT MRS. AKERSON
My name is Nicole Akerson and this is my nineteenth year of teaching. I have taught
third, fourth and fifth grade in Adams 12 and this will be my third year at Stukey. I received
my teaching credentials at the University of Northern Colorado, my masters in literacy at the
University of Colorado and recently finished earning my principal license from the University of
Denver. I am married with two teenage boys and am very busy carting them around town for
sports. I am thrilled to be here at Stukey again and am looking forward to sharing a great year
of knowledge with your student!

ABOUT MRS. EITEL
My name is Samantha (Sam) Eitel and this is my second year teaching fourth grade at
Stukey Elementary! I got married this past summer, so you may know me as Ms. Conry! I
previously taught fifth grade and second grade. I received my teaching credentials at Colorado
State University in Early Childhood Education and Elementary Education. I also received my
master‛s degree at the University of Northern Colorado in Linguistically Diverse Education. I
love learning and want to meet the needs of all my students! I have some experience speaking
Spanish and I would love to get better speaking with the students and parents. I will do my best
to ensure each child has a quality educational experience. I am excited to share my love for
CSU and UNC with the students and show how important an education is in our lives!
ABOUT MRS. H
My name is Kari Hvidevold and this is my second year at Stukey, but my 16th year
teaching. I graduated from Montana State University with a bachelor‛s degree in Elementary
Education. I also have a master‛s degree from Grand Canyon University in Curriculum and
Instruction: Reading. I was born and raised in Montana and moved to Colorado after graduating
college. My husband and I lived in Colorado for 10 years, with our two daughters, before moving
to Norway for 4 years. We love doing anything that involves the outdoors, and are happy to be
back in Colorado to do the things we love. I have taught all grades from PreK to 5th. I am so
excited to get to know the students and help them succeed in 4th grade!

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
All of our expectations for the students are put into place to help teach and model
responsibility; a necessary skill for a successful future. If you have a concern, please visit with
your child‛s teacher.
FRIDAY FOLDERS
Our weekly folders are a very important communication tool between school and home.
They contain the past week‛s papers and miscellaneous school correspondence for the week. If
you have any questions or concerns after viewing the folder with your child, please call, email or
write a short note and we‛ll get back to you. We are asking that you always sign and return the
communication log in the Friday folder. Please be sure the folder is returned the following
school day (Usually Mondays). It is essential we work together as a team to make your child‛s
fourth grade experience the best it can be. Friday folders are an excellent way to facilitate
home/school communication about the curriculum and individual progress. We do expect them to
come back and forth between home and school each week.
HOMEWORK
To promote responsible work habits, we would recommend that each evening a period of
time be set aside for homework. Establishing a routine (time and place) will promote a pattern
of study habits that will influence a student‛s success throughout their school years. Homework
reinforces and extends the work the children are doing in class and helps inform you about the
kind of progress your child is making. In addition, homework helps in the preparation of your
student for the fourth grade Colorado state assessments.
A homework folder/binder should come back and forth to school each day. Inside the
folder you will find a spiral bound student planner reminding students of their assignment and
informing you of what your child has to do as homework that evening, for the week, and any
future projects. It is essential that your student take the responsibility to finish their
homework accurately and return it when it is due. We would like you to sign the planner
acknowledging that you have reviewed it with your child.
Math: Practicing math facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) are an “on-going”
type of homework. As a fourth grader, it is imperative that your child learns their basic facts
so more complex math operations will be easier for them. Please use the Family Letters for
each unit to find helpful ideas for homework and activities to do with your child. Math study
links will also be sent home at the beginning of the unit in a weekly packet. Please remind your
child to do only the assigned page(s) each night.
Reading: Reading for enjoyment is strongly encouraged as a home activity. It is essential to help
your child develop the best possible reading skills. We‛re sure you would agree that reading is
an extremely important subject, because it is a key to success in other academic areas. Those
who read, succeed! During the school day, the students have numerous reading experiences. To
continue your child‛s growth in reading, it is necessary that he/she reads at home and makes
books an important part of his/her life. It is required that each student read some sort of
literature each night at home for a minimum of 20 minutes. Please sign your child‛s reading log
so we know they completed the daily assignment. Each month students will also set reading goals
and work to achieve them.

Social Studies & Science: Various work papers and reading from the topic being studied will be
sent home to help reinforce information being presented at school. Studying for tests is very
important. Please check your child‛s planner for test dates.
In addition, any work that does not get completed during the time given in class will be
considered homework to be finished that night at home and returned the next day. This
assignment should be noted in their spiral bound planner, which is in their homework folder.
DISCIPLINE POLICY
In order to create a positive, safe learning environment that promotes maximum learning
in our classroom, we will develop rules to guide us. We want to focus on positive behavior in our
classes in many different ways!
● Class: When all of the students are on task, we will give warm fuzzies, marbles or links to
put in the bucket. When the bucket is filled, the class will vote on a reward.
● Teams: When students are sitting in teams, we will give them points for participating,
being on task, and following directions. The winning team will get to choose out of the
prize bin every week or have a special lunch with the teacher. Points will also be awarded
in class dojo for teamwork.
● Individual: This year we will be using ClassDojo which gives students positive and
negative points. This is an online system where families will be able to view their child‛s
points. We will send home more information soon about how to access your account.
● In Mrs. Eitel‛s class, we will also be using the stoplight behavior system in our classroom.
Every student will bring home a daily behavior chart that has five colors. He/she should
be able to explain what color he/she was on and why.
● In Mrs. Akerson‛s class, we will be using our Dojo points to shop in a classroom store
weekly. Students will be able to earn many great prizes!
● In Mrs. H‛s class, students will use Dojo points and class incentives to shop in the
monthly store.
● Students will need to attend Second Opportunity for Success (SOS) on Friday after
school for missing school work, missing homework, or misbehaving.
SECOND OPPORTUNITY FOR SUCCESS (SOS)
The intermediate team (3rd -5th grade) will have SOS on Friday after school from 2:30 –
3:30. Students who have not completed their homework, classwork, or who have had a
serious consequence during the week, will be required to attend. The teacher will contact the
parent to get permission for the child to attend.
ATTENDANCE/TARDIES
Regular and prompt attendance at school is extremely important. Students will be allowed
to make up work if absent; however, it cannot replace the value of instructional time with
the teacher. Students will have the same number of days to complete their work as the
number of days they were absent, plus one more. The first bell rings at 7:25 a.m.
Teachers will be at the back door waiting to greet students and start them on their day.
Unfortunately, this is not a time to talk with parents. Please set up a separate time to speak
with your child‛s teacher. Students must be in the classroom by 7:35 a.m. or they are
counted tardy. Breakfast will also be served during this time.

BIRTHDAYS
Students may bring birthday treats if they wish. Please make sure they are finger treats.
Please do not send in drinks. Treats must be healthy per district requirements. Summer
birthdays may be celebrated anytime during the year. Please talk with your child‛s teacher to
arrange a day. Treats will be passed out at the end of the day.
FOURTH GRADE TESTING
Fourth grade testing involves reading, writing and math assessments at the beginning,
middle and end of the school year. There will be a Colorado State assessment given in March.
We (the teachers, you as the parents and the students themselves) will spend all year
preparing to achieve a proficient/advanced score in reading, writing and math. We also will
be taking a state assessment for Colorado history and geography in April. All of the state
tests are completed on the computer.

Whenever you have a question or concern about your child, please call, send a note, email or
stop to visit. We‛ll do the same with you. We‛re looking forward to a great year in fourth grade!
Nicole Akerson

Nicole.akerson@adams12.org

Sam Eitel

Samantha.Eitel@adams12.org

Kari Hvidevold

Kari.Hvidevold@adams12.org

Office Phone: 720-972-5420

After you have read this packet of information, please sign below along with your student
saying you understand the classroom policies. If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact us. Please return this page with your student by August 28thth.
Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________
Student Signature: ____________________________________________________
Teacher Signature: ____________________________________________________

